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Soliciting emails
Inviting scientists to publish

• Who gets these ?

• These virtually never existed 
before c. 2008.

• Now I’m receiving 2 or 3 per day 
(despite blocking new sources).

• What should you do ?

• Must understand how the 
scientific publishing landscape 
has changed fundamentally in 
the past decade or so.
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Where scientists publish 
is important

• First warnings were from Uni. 
Colarado librarian Jeffrey Beall.

• Beall’s analogy: Email was great 
once it became widely available in 
the 1990’s - then spam was 
invented…..

• Same for open access scientific 
publishing.

• Open access started in early 
2000’s, with conventional journals 
= increased citation rates. 

Bealls List https://beallslist.net/  
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Where scientists publish is 
important

• Then this happened…….

• “Pay to publish” open access 
model corrupted by profit motive.

• Profit = emergence of predatory 
internet-only journals fueled by 
huge demand to publish “science” 
esp. in emerging economies 
(China, India, Asia).

• Next = Paper mills / fake papers.

• Scientific literacy today MUST 
include ability to recognize 
publishing fraud.

Beall J (2012). Predatory publishers are 
corrupting open access. Nature 489: 179.

Beall J (2017). Research Integrity Corner: 
what I learned from predatory publishers. 
Biochemica Medica 27: 273-278.   
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Definition of a Predatory Journal

The consensus definition of Predatory Journals*

• "Predatory journals and publishers are entities that prioritize self-
interest at the expense of scholarship and are characterized by 
false or misleading information, deviation from best editorial and 
publication practices, a lack of transparency, and/or the use of 
aggressive and indiscriminate solicitation practices."

*Grudniewicz et al. (2019). Predatory journals, 
no definition, no defence. Nature 576: 
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Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute

https://paolocrosetto.wordpress.com/2021/04/12/
is-mdpi-a-predatory-publisher/

• Case study: MDPI

• Established in 1990’s.

• Started digital-only  
publishing at time when 
nearly all other journals 
were printed.

• Adopted open access and 
“pay to publish” models 
earlier than most others.

• Publish more = make more 
money.
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Exponential growth of MDPI

• Started with some 
legitimate journals

• Over time added more and 
more titles, reduced their 
rejection rates, increased 
acceptance speed.

• Then began publishing 
“Special Issues”  with 
“Guest Editors”.

• Result: Exponential growth, 
especially since c. 2016-17. 

https://paolocrosetto.wordpress.com/2021
/04/12/is-mdpi-a-predatory-publisher/
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Exponential growth - Not only MDPI

• “Frontiers” recently 
adopted same model, 
Hindawi run “paper mills” 

Thanks to Howard Browman (Editor, ICES 
J Mar Sci)_for this figure.
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Traditional Journals = 
Fairly Static 

• In contrast, publication rates in 
most traditional journals has 
remained nearly static or even has 
declined slightly during the same 
time.

• “Traditional” journals are 
characterised by high editorial 
standards which result in high 
rejection rates (>75%) and slower 
publishing.

• However even some of these are 
wavering, including top journals 
like Nature and Science. 
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Warning signs / Giveaways

• Unknown “Guest Editors”

• “Special Issue”

• Open Access, and you will need 
to pay publishing fees.

• “Peer review”, but exceptionally 
fast turnaround/decision making.

• Impossible to maintain scientific 
rigor, and process prone to 
corruption.
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Predatory Journals: Against scientific integrity

• People want to trust science.

• Activist groups can infiltrate 
these journals as “Guest 
Editors” to ensure publication of 
“their science” on internet.

• e.g. the MDPI journal Animals
used a “Guest Editor” to publish 
“science” papers underpinning 
the Crustacean Compassion 
campaign to get crustaceans 
recognized as “sentient beings” 
under welfare legislation in UK. 

• The campaign was successful. 
Industry now facing pressure 
from animal rights groups.
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Predatory conferences

• Predatory conferences are 
also on the rise – including 
in Australia (e.g. Aqua Farm 
conference in Melbourne)

• $1000+ registration - pretty 
expensive for a conference 
with no keynote speaker.

www.digsfish.com
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AI written articles

• Paper written by Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and 
published under the name 
of a dead author 
(Braithwaite) in J Aquacult. 
Eng. Fish.

• Other AI written papers 
published by Dr “Zelensky 
Putin” in same “journal”.

• Predatory pseudo-journals 
destroy scientific integrity at 
a time when we need it 
most. 

www.digsfish.com



14

Rules of Thumb

• Scientists: Try to support traditional journals run by publishers 
with high editorial /scientific standards.

• Never publish in predatory journals  (e.g. MDPI and “Frontiers”). 
See Beals List https://beallslist.net/ or 
http://thinkchecksubmit.org/

• If encountering multiple rejections, balance your need to publish 
with your scientific integrity.

• Think twice before citing research published in a predatory journal 
(may have dodgy review, especially if by “motivated special 
editors”).  

• Scientific Integrity = do not feed                                            
the predatory beast ! 

www.digsfish.com
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Questions ?
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