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Queensland Government endorsed key recommendations to 
facilitate expansion of aquaculture in Queensland while 
addressing environmental concerns: 

Å creation of terrestrial ADAs (450 hectares suitable for 
aquaculture operations) 

Å develop assessment codes (regulatory conditions for 
aquaculture in each ADA)

Å provide certainty about the future price and availability of 
environmental offsets 

Å investigate the potential for marine aquaculture development 
areas
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QCA Final Report on Aquaculture 

Regulation in Queensland 
The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries is leading the delivery of the 
QCA recommendations with input from other government agencies and the 
aquaculture industry. 

The Aquaculture Advisory Committee (AAC) oversees the implementation of 
the recommendations endorsed by the Queensland Government.

AAC Members include: 
Å Australian Barramundi Farmers Association

Å Australian Prawn Farmers Association 

Å Department of Agriculture and Fisheries

Å Department of Environment and Heritage Protection

Å Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning

Å Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation 

Å Department of State Development 

Å Department of Natural Resources and Mines

Å Queensland Treasury 

Å Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

Å Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)

Å James Cook University.



Identification of Aquaculture Development 

Areas (ADAs)

Target: 450ha of coastal land suitable for culturing high value 

marine species requiring access to seawater



Methodology for identifying suitable locations 

for coastal land -based aquaculture

The planning process for ADA selection:

Phase 1 ïMethodology and selection criteria

Phase 2 ïGIS modelling

Phase 3 ïConsultation and validation of GIS model

Phase 4 ïTechnical investigations on potential ADAs

Phase 5 ïRecognition of ADAs

Phase 6 ïRelease and promotion of ADAs



Methodology for identifying suitable locations 

for coastal land -based aquaculture

Phase 1 ïSelection criteria for identifying investigation 

areas

Identify opportunities and constraints

Å Physical (elevation, slope, access to water)

Å Planning (zoning, tenure)

Å Socioeconomic (landuse conflicts, native title)

Å Infrastructure (transport, labour, power)

Å Environmental (protected and environmentally significant areas)



Methodology for identifying suitable locations 

for coastal land -based aquaculture

Phase 2 ïDesktop 

GIS 

Modelling

Å spatial data layers (opportunities/constraints) applied to area of interest

Å areas with best combination of desirable physical characteristics and 

minimal constraints are of most interest
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Scoring

- Zero (0) not considered
- > 0 possible
- highest scores most desirable


